Plasma platelet-derived growth factor levels in coronary circulation in unstable angina pectoris.
To examine whether plasma platelet-derived growth factor (PDGF) levels are elevated in the coronary circulation of patients with unstable angina, the plasma PDGF levels in the coronary sinus and aortic root were simultaneously examined in 14 patients with unstable angina, 15 with stable exertional angina, and 15 control subjects. The mean plasma PDGF level (pg/ml) in the coronary sinus was significantly higher (p less than 0.01) in patients with unstable angina than in those with stable exertional angina and in control subjects (502.1 +/- 98.7 vs 301.3 +/- 62.5, and 312.7 +/- 62.6). However, there were no significant differences in mean plasma PDGF levels in the aortic root among the 3 groups. It is concluded that PDGF release is increased in the coronary circulation in patients with unstable angina.